October 31, 1988 


Posi 


t 
Mr. Robert L. Bell 


1424 West “Cliff Drive 
Santa Cruz, California 95060-6357 


Dear Mr. Bell: 


Your September 29th correspondence to Director Sessions 
regarding the FBI's Library Awareness Program has been received 
and was referred to me for reply. 


Your understanding and support of the FBI's role in 
intelligence matters are gratifying, and we would like to thank 
you for writing. Enclosed is a copy of a report concerning this 
Program which you may find of interest. 


Sincerely yours, 


A 


Milt Ahlerich 

Assistant Director 

office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 
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NOTE: ROBERT LANSFORD BELL read a negative article ina publica- 
tion put out by PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY on the FBI's Library 
Awareness Program 1t prompted Mr. BELL to refute the contents of 
that article in d letter to ARTHUR J. „KROPP, President of PEOPLE 


setae he ae FOR THE AMERICAN WAY. Mr. BELL sent a Gopy of that letter to 
meas Director Sessions and further advised that he would be willing to 
Asst. Dir.: testify in court or before a congressional committee regarding his 
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apparatus with obtaining this large amount of information. 


I think that, for the most part, we succeeded in preventing 
them from gaining access to the material from the NACA, or NASA 
libraries or those of their contractors. But, unfortunately, many 
librarians were not sympathetic with the efforts of the FBI ar of 
us to hamper the Soviet efforts and, as a resuit, the Soviet 
representatives obtained access to literally thousands of vai- 
uable documents. 


I have no doubt that the same thing occurred in other areas 
af defense work and continued after I was no longer involved. 


Sp far as I know during the period that I was involved in 
this matter the FBI was interested only in visits to libraries by 
Soviet diplomatic representatives or known Soviet agents. 

I supported these efforts by the FBI at that time and 
assisted them in every way that I could. I would do it today. 


I have admired and supported the work of People far The 
American Way up to this point and I remain sympathetic to your 
main thrust but I am most strongly opposed ta what, I feel, are 
misguided efforts on an ancillary matter. I am also quite disa- 
ppointed in the management of People for the American Way far 
mounting what, I feel, is a snide and unfair attack. I am afraid 
that my confidence in your integrity and basic fairness has been 
damaged irreparably. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert L. Bell 
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ROBERT LANSF ORD BELL 
L424 West CLITT Brive 
Santa Cruz; Californias 95060-6357 
CZhOGIF 25-7434 


September 28, 1986 


Mr. Arthur J. Kropp, President 
People for the Ameritan Way 
2000 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C., 20036 


Dear Mr. Kropp: 


I was very disturbed to see the article entitled "FBI Seeks 
Spies in Library Stacks” appearing in the Fall 1988 issue of 
Forum. I was disappointed that you feit it necessary to attack 
the FBI on this subject. I was offended by the snide headline 
that set the tone for a biased and unfair articie. But, most of 
all, I was incensed that some af the funds that I have 
contributed to People for the American Way might have been used 
in this misguided effort. 


I am very well aware, based upon first hand experience, of 
the extensive efforts of Soviet diplomatic representatives to 
obtain information of value from the libraries of this country. 
Furthermore, there is ample evidence that, at least in the field 
of aeronautics and space exploration during the 50s and early 
60s, the information they obtained thusly was utilized extensive- 
ly by the Soviet military forces. 


From 19750 to 1959 I was the chief Security Officer of the 
Matiaonal Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, the predecessor 
organization of NASA and from i959 through 1961 I was Director of 
Security for NASA. During this period, Soviet diplomatic 
representative made numerous efforts, Without revealing their 
identity, to enter the NACA or NASA library and other libraries 
serving as depositories of NACA/NASA research reports to obtain 
information on the results of such research. 


The eminent scientist the late Dr. Hugh Dryden, who was the 
Director of MACA, and later Deputy Administrator of NASA estab- 
lished the policy of classifying the results mf NACA or NASA 
research only when the circumstance clearly dictated it aor at the 
insistence of the military services. The intent was to encourage 
and facilitate the use of the information by all aeronautical 
engineers, scientists and students in this country inciuding 
those not engaged in military or defense work. But he did not 
intend thereby to make the information available to the Soviets 
on a Silver platter.. The value Soviet representatives placed oan 
obtaining this information can be judged by the persistent and 
very extensive effarts they made to obtain the information. They 
were thereby saved the expense and effort of their awn research 
and development work or of burdening. ad cavert espionage 
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ROBERT LANS F ARD BELL. 
£424 West Cliff Drive 
Santa Cruz; California: 25060-65337 
C(FOBDF 25-7444. 


September 297, 1988 


Mr. William E. Sessions, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC, 20535 


Dear Mr. Sessions: 


- 


Attached ftor your information is a copy of a letter I have 
written to Feople for. the. American n Way concerning an article 


t 
appearing in #ts publication, LORUM, attacking the FBI. 


If there should be any interest on the part of the court or 
of the Congressional Committee in the information that I possess 
as old as it is, I would be quite happy to testify. 


Sincerely yours, 


wg 
Robert L. Béll 
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